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The search for the best transportation route through the 
Rocky Mountains led to the discovery of the area around 
the Kicking Horse Pass that is now Yoho National Park. 


- Thousands of years before white men first set foot in the 


gap between the mountains where the town of Field now 
lies, Indian tribes had established temporary camps 
around Emerald Lake and sent exploratory parties into 
the Yoho Valley. Yoho is a Cree Indian expression of awe. 


The Kicking Horse Pass received its name asa result of 
an incident in which Dr. James Hector of the Palliser Ex- 
pedition was kicked by a pack horse while he was 
travelling through the area in 1858. 


The Canadian Pacific Railway laid track through the 
pass in 1884, and in 1927 the segment of road that later 
became part of the Trans-Canada Highway followed the 
railway’s route 


The beauty and accessibility of the area led the federal 
government to reserve 10 square miles of land at the foot 
of Mount Stephen as a dominion park in 1886, and be- 
tween that time and 1930 the area of the park fluctuated 
considerably until being set at 507 square miles by the Na- 
tional Parks Act. Yoho is bounded by Kootenay and Banff 
National Parks on the south and east and lies totally with- 
in the province of British Columbia. The park administra- 
tion offices are in Field. 


What to do in the park 
Although the park is open year-round, most visitor 
facilities operate during the summer season only. Special 
programs and activities are organized for the winter 
montis and visitors should check with park personnel for 
etails. 


Hiking: Back-country trails wind through all the varied 
terrains of Yoho and hiking over them is the best way to 
enjoy the park’s mountain environment. Trails are well- 
marked on topographical maps available at the ad- 
ministration office and information bureau where a 
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descriptive publication about Yoho trails Traycleo atte 
tained. Overnight hikers, climbers and anyone travelling 
off established trails must register at one of the park's self- 
registration stations located at the information bureau, the 
Takakkaw Falls campground, the Lake O'Hara warden's 
cabin, or at the operations centre. 


Camping: There are five campgrounds in the park. Of 
these, Kicking Horse, Hoodoo Creek and Chancellor Peak 
can accommodate both tents and trailers. There are no 
electrical, water or sewer connections in any of the 
campgrounds, but Kicking Horse and Hoodoo Creek have 
disposal tanks. A nominal camping fee is charged and the 
maximum allowable stay is two weeks. 


Only tents are allowed at Takakkaw Falls and Lake 
O'Hara campgrounds. Visitors to the Lake O'Hara 
campground may either hike in seven miles or take the 
private bus for whicha fee is charged. Camping equip- 
ment must be packed in a short distance to Takakkaw 
Falls. Because these campgrounds are so popular, there is a 
reservation system for each requiring all campers to 
reserve their sites in advance with the park administra- 
tion, Maximum allowable stay is four days 


Ski-Touring: Cross-country skiers must register in and out 
at self-registration stations. Many back-country trails are 
available for winter use, but skiers should check with park 
wardens for trail conditions and avalanche hazards before 
using any trail. 


Riding: At Emerald Lake horses may be rented. Horse 
traffic is restricted in some areas of the park and visitors 
should check with the information bureau for details. 


Fishing: Dolly Varden char and many varieties of trout can 
be found in the lakes and streams in the park. The best 
fishing is in water not clouded with glacial silt. All anglers 
must obtain an annual national park fishing permit and 
must obey the park’s fishing regulations which are avail- 
able from park personnel. 
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Rocky Mountain Goat 


Chivre des Rocheuscs 


Boating: Power boats are prohibited from operation in all 
areas of the park. Canoes and rowboats may be used on 
most of the larger ponds and lakes. 


Snowmobiling: Oversnow vehicles are allowed in the park 
on designated trails only. Permits for their use must be ob- 
tained at the operations centre. All other motorized land 
vehicles are confined to use on public roads only 


Fires: Campfires must be set only in fireplaces provided, or 
in outdoor portable stoves. Barbecues may be used only in 
campgrounds and picnic areas. Dump all used coals into 
existing fireplaces. 


Anyone finding an unattended fire should try to ex- 
tinguish it. If it is beyond control, report it immediately to 
the nearest park employee. 
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Understanding leads to greater enjoyment 

A free interpretive program of conducted walks, 
evening fireside gatherings and campground 
theatre slide talks helps visitors learn more about 
the park environment. Self-guiding trails and in- 
formative publications are also provided. 

A program of events is available at the informa- 
tion bureau and campground kiosks. Organized 
groups are welcome to use the service during the 
off-season by making arrangements in advance 
with the park naturalist. 


Geology and Ecology 

The ecology of Yoho National Park depends entirely 
upon the unique landforms found within its area, Ancient 
sedimentary rock has been folded and thrust upward 
into complex formations that vary dramatically in altitude 
from valley bottoms to jagged peaks over 10,000 feet above 
sea level. The formations have been altered by the action 
of glaciers, wind and water to produce hoodoos, canyons, 
deep river valleys, cirques, glacial lakes, and cascading 
waterfalls, 


Animal and plant life particularly suited to the climatic 
conditions and geology of the Yoho area have flourished 
in the park. Three different zones of life can be seen easily 
by the visitor: the montane region in low-lying areas, the 
sub-alpine region higher up the mountain sides, and the 
alpine region above the timber line high on the shoulders 
of the mountains bordering on the bare rock and perma- 
nent snow of the peaks. 


The montane region is distinguished by grassy meadows 
and forests of Douglas fir, white spruce, and lodgepole 
pine. Higher up, in the sub-alpine region, Engelmann 
spruce, alpine fir and lodgepole pine thrive. Depending on 
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the time of year, moose, deer, elk, black bear, cougar, and 
mountain goat can be found in these regions. The lofty 
alpine region hosts mountain goat, marmot, pika, and 
grizzly bear. Plant-life in this harsh region has had to 
adapt to short growing seasons, high daily temperature 
fluctuations, high winds, and intense sunlight. The birds of 
Yoho are listed in a free publication available at the park 
information bureau. 


Where to stay 

Visitors may stay in any of the designated campgrounds 
listed in the Camping section of thisbrochure. Several 
motels and hotels are also located in the park. Check with 
the information bureau for details. 


Where to get more information 

More detailed information and many publications are 
available at the park information bureau — open from 
mid-May to mid-September — located on the Trans- 
Canada Highway one mile west of Field. Special events 
are posted on bulletin boards throughout the park 


You may write for additional information to The 
Superintendent, Yoho National Park, Box 99, Field, British 
Columbia. V1A 1G0. 
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